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Introduction

Nothing charts a cubby’s path through scouting than Pack shirts and patches (well, achievements, but we’ll pretend).  Shirts and t-shirts bring back memories for the boys and serve as a recruiting tool everywhere they are worn.  Over the years, the pack has printed 1 or 2 shirts a year and several patches.
T-Shirts

Pack 1800 has traditionally done 1-2 t-shirts a year.  One is done early in the year (often with the Fall camping) and the other is done with the Big Trip.  Over the last couple of years there has only been one shirt a year.  Part of the reason is the complexity.  Shirt making has been more and more complex for us.  

Traditionally, we relied on a mom or dad in the pack with artistic ability.  They would create a piece of art that had something to do with the Pack or event.  The art would be sent to the printer.  In 2008, we took it a step farther.  At a pack event, we had dens design a design on a piece of posterboard.  The winning design was put on the back of a shirt with a Pack logo on the front.  In 2009, we took it a step further.  We had the graphic “If lost, please return to Pack 1800” on the back and a Pack logo on the front.  Each boy then tie-dyed the shirt to make it his very own (Note on tie-dying.  Remember that many shirts need to be tie-dyed for scouts who didn’t attend and extras.  Make plans to do these at the same time). 

There are other approaches.  1818 has a single design.  They print the same image on a different colored t-shirt every year.  They believe that this saves them money.

We have no ties to any t-shirt vendors.  For the last couple of years we have had our shirts printed by Cotton Graphics.  They do a good job.  Our contact is a young guy named “Patch.”  Dave Fine coordinated our shirts in 2006-2008.  Erica Driver did it in 2009.
www.cottongraphics.com
5600 New Peachtree Road
Atlanta, GA 30341-2508
(404) 297-9277
Patches
It’s great to mark an event with a patch.  It’s common for us to get a patch for camping trips, big trip or other events.  Many companies have ready-made cub scout patches.  So if you need a pinewood derby 2011 path, you can get one for about $0.88.  Also, many locations also have their own patches.  For example, 2010’s Big Trip location, Raccoon Cavern, had 4 designs available.  State parks all have small patches with the name of their park.  There is a large patch to sit on top of them.  Off the shelf patches usually take over 2 weeks to deliver.

Finally, it is possible to make custom patches.  You can get these as cheaply as $1.30 a patch, but they require a minimum of 50-100 patches.  Custom patches can take up to 6 weeks.  

We do not have a preferred provider.   You can order patches from any source.  We bought our most recent patches at www.PatchSales.com.  Other possible sites include:

· www.PatchCo.com
· www.PatchCon.com
· www.Wholesale-patches.com
· www.AdvantageEmblem.Com
· www.PrismPatches.com
The best patches I have seen done were through a company call  http://www.PatchSuperstore.com/design.html . These were tremendously beautiful shavuot patches that included many colors, details and Hebrew.  The only suggestion for the next time is to have the plastic-y stuff on the back. I think they call it iron-on, but It keeps the patch from buckling.

Qty:                        100%
Type:                   Embroidered Patch
Embroidery %:       100%
Backing:                Standard
Border:                 Merrowed
Size:                       100
Shape:                  See Attached Artwork
Proof Number:       FINAL
Order Total:    $ 174.00

Email::. info@PatchSuperstore.com
Toll Free::. 1-866-57-PATCH
1-866-577-2824
Fax::. 1-866-306-2407

Rep was Bill Stevens
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