Flag Raising and Lowering Ceremonies
This is currently a mismatch of odds and ends.  It contains items that can be used in color raisings and Retrieval ceremonies.    Use them to imbue the meaning of our flags on our boys.

Flag and Candles

Requires 6 Leaders
· 1 U.S. Flag
· 1 white candle
· 1 blue candle
· 1 red candle

SPEAKER MAIN: Since countries were first formed, man has used symbols to express hope, ideals, and love of his own nation. Our flag symbolizes the sacrifices made by men and women for the future of America. It stands for your home and everything and everyone you hold dear.  Will the Color Guard please raise the Colors.  Please salute.
(Color guard raises flag without speaking.)

SPEAKER RED: 'I light the red candle for the red stripes in our flag, standing for hardiness and valor and symbolizing the lifeblood of brave men and women.' 

SPEAKER WHITE: 'I light the white candle for the white stripes, symbolizing purity and perfection.' 

SPEAKER BLUE: 'I light the blue candle for the field of blue which is the symbol of perseverance and justice, and the eternal blue of the heavens.' 

SPEAKER MAIN: 'Please stand and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.'  TWO
-----
As we salute our flag, let us remember the words from the American’s Creed:

It is my duty to my country
To love it;
To support its Constitution
To obey its laws
To respect its flag; and
To defend it against all enemies.
-----
The red in our flag stands for courage and bravery. Today, as we salute our flag, let us remember the men and women in the armed forces who are serving our country and us

Our flag is bright with cheer, brilliant with courage, and firm with faith. Let us think about these things as we pledge our allegiance.
· Where our flag flies, there is freedom. Join me now in expressing our allegiance to the flag.
· Many creative and inventive people have contributed to the growth of our country. Long ago, our ancestors never dreamed we would have automobiles, airplanes, television, computers, space shuttles, or many other things that we take for granted. It took many different people who used their individual talents to make our country grow. Let us think of these people as we pledge allegiance to our flag
· When our founded the United States, they didn’t envision cars or rockets or Blackberries or Nintendos.  What they did envision was the Freedoms and Creativity and Faith that brought us the rest.  Please join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.
· “O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, for purple mountain majesties, above the fruited plain!” Our country is beautiful, from the historic treasures of New England on the East Coast, to the deep blue lakes of the Central United States, to (add something personal about your area), to the towering mountains of the West. We are proud of our beautiful America and pledge ourselves to keeping it beautiful. There is beauty in each of our 50 states, and our United States flag represents those states. Stand and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance.
· Growing up is an adventure. Every day brings new and exciting things into our lives. Scouting opens many new doors for boys as they develop in character, personal fitness, and citizenship. As we salute the United States flag, let’s think about all the adventures that are ahead of us, and silently promise to do our best. Let us stand and pledge allegiance to our flag.

[bookmark: one]TEN NEEDS OF A BOY
1. To climb a mountain and look afar. 
2. To sit around a embered campfire with good friends 
3. To test his strength and his skills on his very own. 
4. To be alone with his own thoughts and with his God. 
5. To be ready to reach out and find the hand of an understanding man ready and willing to help. 
6. To have a code to live by...easily understood and fair. 
7. A chance to play hard just for the fun of it...and to work hard for the thrill of it. 
8. To have a chance to fail...and know why. 
9. To have and to be a good friend and have a chance to prove both. 
10. To have a hero...and a vision to measure him by.

[bookmark: four]I AM YOUR FLAG
· I am your flag.
· I was born June 14, 1777.
· I am more than just cloth shaped into a design.
· I am the refuge of the World's oppressed people.
· I am the silent sentinel of freedom.
· I am the emblem of the greatest sovereign nation on earth.
· I am the inspiration for which American Patriots gave their lives and fortunes.
· I have led your sons into battle from Valley Forge to the dense jungles of Afghanistan.
· I walk in silence with each of your honored dead to their final resting place - row upon row.
· I have flown through peace and war; strife and prosperity; and amidst it all, I have been respected.
· I am your flag.
· My stars, clustered together, unify fifty states as one, for God and Country. "Old Glory" is my nickname, and I proudly wave on high. Honor me, respect me, defend me with your lives and your fortunes.
· Never let my enemies tear me down from my lofty position, lest I never return,
· Keep alight the fires of patriotism; strive earnestly for the spirit of Democracy.
· I AM YOUR FLAG!
[bookmark: five]SCOUTER'S PRAYER
Dear Lord, from your judgement seat on high, 
Look down on a Scouter such as I. 
Search me through and find me whole, 
Then help me Lord to reach my goal. 
Help me Lord to work for Thee, 
Guard my homeland - Keep it free. 
Help me to work with others and be kind, 
Helpful with my hands and mind. 
Keep me Lord, both well and strong 
To help our growing boys along. 
Control my thoughts, keep them right, 
sound, clean weapons for life's fight. 
Protect my morals, keep them high, 
Grant this to a Scouter such as I.
[bookmark: seven]IT'S JUST A PIECE OF CLOTH
It's just a piece of cloth, that's all it is 
Just a piece of cloth. 
But when a little breeze comes along, it stirs and comes to life 
And flutters and snaps in the wind, all red and white and blue.... 
Then you realize that no other piece of cloth could be like it. 
It has your whole life wrapped up in it... 
The meals you eat, the time you spend with your family, 
The kind of things boys and girls learn at school, 
The strange and wonderful thoughts you get in synagogue. 
Those stars on it... 
They make you feel just as free as the stars 
in the wide, wide, deep night. 
And the stripes.... 
they are the bars of blood 
To any dictator who would try to change this way of life. 
Just a piece of cloth, that's all it is 
Until you put your soul into it and give it meaning; 
Then it is the symbol of liberty and decency 
and fair dealing for everyone. 
It is just a piece of cloth 
Until we breathe life into it, 
Until we make it stand for everything we believe in 
And refuse to live without it.

[bookmark: eight]THE AMERICAN'S CREED
I believe in the United States of America as a government of the 
people, by the people, for the people, whose just powers are 
derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a 
republic; a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States; a perfect 
Union, one and inseparable; established upon those principals of 
freedom, equality, justice and humanity for which American 
Patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes.
I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it; 
support it's Constitution; to obey it's laws; to respect it's 
flag; and to defend it against all enemies.
William Tyler Page
[bookmark: eleven]Stars and Stripes -- OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE
Opening (or could be Closing without the Pledge). 
Scout stands blindfolded, gagged, and bound before the audience. 
The Scoutmaster says:
This is an American boy. The American Revolution won 
him freedom. (Scoutmaster unbinds him.) The 
Constitution guarantees him free speech. (He removes 
the gag.) A free education gives him the ability to 
see and to understand. (He removes the blindfold.) 
Let us help Scouting teach him to preserve and enjoy 
his glorious heritage and to become a good citizen.
Turn off lights, spotlight American Flag, and repeat the Pledge of 
Allegiance.
[bookmark: twelve]TREASURE BENEATH THE SEA
OPENING CEREMONY - THE SIX SHIPS OF SCOUTING
Arrangement: Six Scouts hold large cardboard cutouts of ships with 
flags on which have been printed the following words:
SCHOLARSHIPS, FELLOWSHIP, SPORTSMANSHIP, WORKMANSHIP, 
STATESMANSHIP AND FRIENDSHIP.
Scoutmaster: Tonight Troop ____ would like to tell you about the six 
ships of Scouting. These are ships which were launched 
in America - strong and mighty ... ships that will last 
forever.
1st Scout 
SCHOLARSHIP - This ship is very important on the sea of 
Education, On her deck stands such officers as Ambition, 
Determination, Intelligence and Application. Her flag 
bears symbols of the letter "A" and the plus sign.
2nd Scout 
FELLOWSHIP --This ship stands for good spirit, fine 
cooperation and never-failing unity. It's flag floats 
high - the flag of Scouting.
3rd Scout 
FRIENDSHIP - This is the most handsome ship of all. It is 
true blue and it's flag golden - since friendship is 
golden.
4th Scout 
WORKMANSHIP - This ship's every line, every part, every 
mast represents the best that a person can give. It's 
flag bears a laurel wreath.
5th Scout 
STATESMANSHIP - This ship represents wise guidance, 
constant, unselfish interest and sincere endeavor. It's 
flag is white with purity.
6th Scout 
SPORTSMAN-SHIP, This is the ship that's fair and square.
It never veers from it course. Its flag is never at half mast.
Scoutmaster
And there you have six strong and sturdy ships to brave 
the sea. Three cheers for the SCOUTING SHIPS!
From Indian Nations Council Pow Wow -1973


[bookmark: eighteen]BADEN-POWELL -- WHEN the SUN GOES DOWN
Lord Baden-Powell, the founder of Scouting, said this to Scouts 
everywhere: "I often think when the sun goes down, the world is hidden 
by a big blanket from the light of Heaven, but the stars are little 
holes pierced in that blanket by those who have done good deeds in this 
world. The stars are not all the same size; some are big, some are 
little, and some men have done small deeds but they have made their 
hole in the blanket by doing good before they went to Heaven. Try and 
make your hole in the blanket by good work while you are on earth. It 
is something to be good, but it is far better to do good. "Think of 
Baden-Powell's words when you promise "to help other people." Good 
Night.
[bookmark: twenty]CLOSING THOUGHTS -- OUR FLAG
More than three score years ago, President Wilson said: "This flag, 
which we honor and under which we serve, is the emblem of our unity, 
our power and our thought and purposes as a nation. It has no other 
character than that which we give it from generation to generation. 
The choices are ours. It floats in majestic silence above the hosts 
that executes those choices, whether in peace or in war. And yet, 
though silent, it speaks to us, speaks to us of the past, of the men 
and women who went before us and of the records they wrote upon it, We 
celebrate the day of it's birth; and from it's birth until now it has 
witnessed a great history, has floated on high, the symbol of great 
events, of a great plan of life worked out by a great people." This is 
the heritage it gives to us; let us serve it well. Goodnight......
[bookmark: twentyone]A PATRIOTIC CLOSING CEREMONY
SCOUT 1 - As I put out this white candle, which represents purity, may 
we ever be mindful of this obligation, that a Scout is clean. 
He keeps clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, 
clean sport, clean habits, and travels with a clean crowd.
SCOUT 2 - As I put out this blue candle, which represents loyalty, may 
we ever be mindful of this obligation, that a Scout is loyal. 
He is loyal to all to whom loyalty is due - his Scout leader, 
his home, his parents, his country and his God.
SCOUT 3 - As I put out this red candle, which represents courage and 
sacrifice, may we ever be mindful of our obligations to 
remember the sacrifices that have been made for us by many 
others, that we may enjoy the lives of good citizens in the 
American way.
Leader - Pack, attention - Pack dismissed!


Basic Flag Lowering Ceremony

"Will the Audience please rise?" 
(Let audience rise.)
 “Color Guard, Advance." 
(Color Guard goes to front of room and divides up equally beside each flag. )
 “Color Guard, Retrieve the Colors." 
“SCOUT SALUTE.” 
(The color guard walks back out double-file.)
 “TWO” 
“Audience, thank you for joining us.” 
“Color guard, dismissed.”

