[image: image1.png]PACK 1800
DEN EVENTS




Firehouse Tours
	Target: Tiger – Webelos
	Duration: 1 hour
	Location: Inside
	Cost: 0
	Tried: 2009 w tiger/wolf 


The scouting manuals all stress being part of your community.  They also stress safety. This field trip emphasizes both and is turnkey.  This is a great and simple experience.
Supplies 
· A thank you note and a crayon or a sheet of paper and a crayon.
Goals

Tiger – This satisfies 2G.

Wolf – This satisfies 4F.

Bear – This doesn’t satisfy anything directly, but it could be tied in easily with Be Ready!

Webelos  – This doesn’t satisfy anything directly.
Preparation
You need to contact Fire department over 2 weeks in advance.

There are loads of fire stations around town and most of them do tours.  We have learned that they aren’t all the same.  Some are better than others.  Before booking a firehouse, see how much equipment they have.  There’s a difference between having a small truck and a massive arsenal.  The wild card is that you need a station and fireman who enjoys giving tours.  That’s harder to predict.  In addition, Marietta has a fire station museum.  This station was created to give tours.
Marietta Fire Museum

Contact: 770-794-5491
You will get the best experience at the Marietta Fire Museum.  In addition to having loads of equipment, they are set up for tours and have paintings and other things to enjoy.  They are Location:  112 Haynes Street (Fire Station #1) Marietta, Georgia 30060
Web: http://www.mariettaga.gov/departments/emergency/fire/museum.aspx
Brochure:http://www.mariettaga.gov/departments/emergency/fire/docs/museumbrochure.pdf

Station #14

2905 Library Lane, Marietta, Georgia 30066 . They did a good job
Contact: (770) 528-1000

Chief is Sam Heaton

Apparatus:
1 Engine 
1 Truck 
1 GSAR Truck 
1 Battalion Chief

To Schedule a Station Tour,
Sharron Garner 
Phone 770-852-3270.
E-Mail Sharron.Garner@cobbcounty.org
This is just one station, but it is one that we did and know works well.  The officers enjoy having the groups come through and they have multiple trucks.  
· Note that Sharron Garner is the contact for all Cobb fire stations
It is important to note that these are working fire stations.  If someone calls with a cat in a tree, they are gone.  This is more critical if you chose a station with a single truck and there is a call, tour is over.  During our 2009 tour, there was a call.  Since the station had multiple vehicles, that truck left with sirens blasting (much to the joy of the boys) and the tour continued.  Of course, a real fire will close any station (except the museum).
Boys Need to Bring

· Nothing
Activity
· Programming is handles by the station.  You need to settle the boys down and walk them into the station.
· After the tour, meet outside and have the boys sign the thank you note for the fire men.  It’s nicer if you mail it to the house later.

Notes
You may want to bring cookies when you come.  The firemen do this on a volunteer basis.  It’s nice to let them know that you appreciate them doing it… as well as being there.

Highlight at #14 was when they dressed one of the moms in the full firefighter gear.  Bring a camera.







Pack 1800 Programming ideas


