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DEN EVENTS




Marbles & Collections

	Target: Tiger/Wolf/Bear
	Duration: 1 hour
	Location: Inside or Out
	Cost: $15 + $1 per boy
	Tried: 10/2008


Supplies
· Pack should have 4 sets of 13 marbles (plus some extra).
· You also need one shooter per boy.

· Yarn

· One roll masking tape

· Leader should bring some sort of collection to show the boys (stamps, coins, marbles, lady bugs…)

Goals

This event is a bonding event.  Boys get to know a little about each other.  They also get to earn 2 belt loops.  The boys will learn to play marbles and play some.
Preparation
· Ask the boys to bring a collection.  Tell them that they will be showing their collection of to the rest of the Den.

· Before the boys arrive, draw a few circles on the floor in tape or yarn.  Circles are technically 10 feet across, but you can make them smaller based on the boys and the room.
Boys Need to Bring

· A collection (firetrucks, baseball cards, rocks, snow globes)
Activity
· Start by sitting the boys in a circle with their dads and their collections.  

· Tell the boys about your collection.  How long have you collected the item?  Which is your favorite?  What got you started…

· Go around the circle and ask the boys to show off their collections

· Prompt with appropriate question (don’t ask same kid all of the questions):

· How long have you been collecting?

· What got you started?

· Which is your favorite?

· Does anyone else in your family collect them?

· What is the hardest thing about collecting them?

· Praise the boys for their great collections.

· Details on how to play marbles can be found at http://www.landofmarbles.com/marbles-play.html
· Show the boys how to throw a marble.  Let them practice.
· Teach boys how to do a lag.    Let them practice.
· Remind boys that we don’t play for keepsies.  The pack gets all the marbles in the end.

· Divide the boys into groups and let the boys play a game or three.  You will have to have an adult judge at each circle.  Judgment calls are required. 
· Depending on time, you may want to have a play off.  This isn’t really required.  The boys probably won’t see this as a competition beyond their circles.
Notes

10/2008 – We played this with the Tigers and Wolves.  It was one of the top events of the year.  The event stretched to about 90 minutes, but was well worth it.  You can probably drop the collection for another day, but they worked well together.
Be aware that there will be marbles flying all over the place when the boys are playing.  Unless the boys are good and playing on sand, marbles will fly into other people’s circles.  Also, the odds of marbles being lost are high (tears).
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