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CItizen Badge
	Target: Webelos
	Duration: 1 hour
	Location: Inside
	Cost: 
	Tried: No


This event is a bit dry.  Most of it is sitting around doing stuff that the kids might do at school.  We talk about how our government works and what our role is in the process.  It does come to life a bit at the end when we start doing flag stuff.  We fold and raise and retire.  This can serve as great training for a packwide flag retirements (to be led by the Webelos).
.
Supplies 
· Folding Flag
· Raising flag with rope kit (rope and two clasps)

· Fire pit or somewhere that you can retire flags

· Flag or flags to retire

· Scissors or knife to cut flags

Goals

This does most of the work to finish the citizenship badge and loop.  This is required to earn your Webelos  badge.
Preparation
· Prep fire pit
Boys Need to Bring
Nothing
Activity
· Sit in a circle and discuss the following (things in parenthesis are just ideas for where you want to steer, not additional requirements)

· What is a government?

· Why do we have a government?  (Explain some ways your family helps pay for government.)
· Why do we have laws?

· How Can you help enforce laws?

· Who is the President (Barak Obama)?  What does he do?

· Who is the Vice-President (Joseph Biden)?  What does he do?

· Who is the Governor (Nathan Deal)?  What does he do?

· Who runs our County? (Tim Lee)

· Who is their boss? (Citizens)

· What is a citizen?

· Rights - Vote, Jury duty, run for office
· Responsibilities – Support and defend Constitution,  serve country when required, vote, 

· How can you help the country?

· List ways you can recycle various materials and conserve and protect the environment.

· Is your home a government?

· (Service) Develop a list of jobs you can do around the home. Chart your progress for one week. 

· (Safety) Make a list of items to check for a home safety or energy audit and then inspect your home

· Have boys describe flag and give brief history.
· Why should you respect flag?

· Do you know the pledge by heart?  (have the boys go in a circle and have each boy say 1 word)

· Practice folding flag

· Go outside

· Show how to raise & lower flag. ( you can use rope, and portable flag kit)

· Show how to retire.
· How was national anthem written? 
Required Follow-up to earn Loop and Badge

· Participate in a family, den, or school service project.
· Chart progress doing chores around house

Notes
Here are the basic requirements to earn the Citizen badge:

Do all of these

· Know the name of the President, Vice-president, governor & Head of Cobb

· Describe flag and give brief history.  Show how to raise & lower flag.  Show how to fold.  Show how to retire.

· Explain why you should respect your country's flag.  Tell some of the  special days we fly it.
· Repeat pledge from memory.
· How was national anthem written?
· Explain the rights and duties of a citizen of the United States.  Explain what a citizen should do to save our natural resources.
· As a Webelos Scout, earn the Cub Scout Academics belt loop for Citizenship.  At a Webelos den meeting, talk about the service project Good Turn that you did.
Do two of these

1. Tell about two things you can do that will help law enforcement agencies.

2. Write a short story of not less than 50 words about a former U.S. president or some other great American.  Give a report on this to your Webelos den.
3. Tell about another boy you think is a good citizen.  Tell what he does that makes you think he is a good citizen.
4. Tell why we have laws.  Tell why you think it is important to obey the law.  Tell about three laws you obeyed this week.
5. Tell why we have government.  Explain some ways your family helps pay for government.
6. List four ways in which your country helps or works with other nations.
Name three organizations, not churches or other religious organizations, in your area that help people.  Tell something about what one of these organizations does.
Requirements for the Citizenship Belt Loop

Complete these three requirements: 

1. Develop a list of jobs you can do around the home. Chart your progress for one week. 

2. Make a poster showing things that you can do to be a good citizen. 

3. Participate in a family, den, or school service project. 
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