[image: image1.png]PACK 1800
DEN EVENTS




Whittling Chip
	Target: Bear
	Duration:  1 hour
	Location: Outside table
	Cost: $5
	Tried: 9/2009


Supplies
· Assorted knives (straight blade, plastic, kitchen, scissors, pocket)

· 1.5 bar of soap per boy (we prefer ivory)

· Band-aids & Neosporin

· Whittling Cards

· Whittling Patches

· Bright Red Lipstick (just a little)

· (optional) Sharpening Stone
Goals

The Cub Scouts offers a Whittling card and chip.  These allow the boys to carry and use their pocket knives at appropriate times.  This activity works the boys through the process of earning these achievements.
Preparation
· Tell all boys/dads to bring their own pocket knives

· Bring all supplies

· Sign Whittling Cards

· Warn parents that event is coming
Boys Need to Bring

· a

Activity
· Sitting – Have each scout sit with his parent.  Parents are to hold the knives.

· Introduction – Give a general introduction that stresses the importance of the event in becoming a Boy Scout.  Stress the danger.  Boys have frequently cut themselves, but the injuries are never severe and the lessons you learn today will last a lifetime.  Tell them that they will about knives, knife care and knife techniques.

· Display Whittling Card – Show a card and explain what it means.   With the Whittling Chip card a Cub Scout is allowed to carry and use a pocketknife at certain Scout activities.  
· Rules: Discuss and elaborate on each of these.  These are the basics.  Add as desired.  Some packs have lesser violations result in a corner of card being torn off.  4 corners and the card must be re-earned.  We do not do this.
· Scout must have Card (or patch) any time he has a knife.  If any adult asks to see card, scout must present or lose for remainder of event.
· Knives are NEVER allowed at school
· An accident which results in another person being injured will also result in loss of the Whittling Chip card, it cannot be earned back in our pack.
· What is a knife? – Display a variety of knives.  How would each be useful?

· Straight Blade – Big cuts.  Good if attacked by bear.  Long blade doesn’t break easily.

· Kitchen knife – Slicing, cutting

· Plastic knives – Cat also cut. Serrated.

· Scissors – Actually 2 knives.  Treat like knife.

· Pocket knife – Slicing.  Cutting.  Extra tools.
· Passing the Knife – The best way to pass a knife is by closing it.  Whenever passing a knife, tell the person you are giving them a knife so that there is no surprise. “I am giving you a knife.”  Friend says, “Thank You.”

· Take out plastic knife and point out that you pass an open knife by holding back of blade and handing it so that friend can grab handle.  Put lipstick on serrated part of plastic knife.  Note that you never want to touch the blade.  Pass the knife around the room using the right words.  Anyone who has lipstick on their hand, did it wrong and could have cut their hand.

· Safety Circle – Explain to the boys that anytime they are using a knife they should have a “Safety Circle” around them. Demonstrate holding your arm out  as far as possible.  If someone else enters their circle for any reason they should close their knife and lay it down.
· Review Rules – Pass this sheet around and let dads take turns reading the rules.

A knife is not a toy, it is a useful tool. Like most tools if it is not used properly, it can injure someone.
· Always walk when carrying an open knife or a pair of scissors and carry it with the blade pointed away from you. 
· A knife should never be used to dig in the dirt. Dirt and moisture will dull and/or rust the blade.
· Always cut by pushing the knife away from you. Be sure your hands and body are out of the way.
· A knife should never be thrown at anything. Never try to throw it and make it stick into the dirt, a tree, or any other object.
· Always close a pocketknife with the palm of your hand, never by pushing the blade against another object like your leg.
· Always keep the blade as sharp as possible. A dull knife might not cut into the work properly or slip resulting in cutting yourself or something else unintended. A sharp blade is more likely to cut into the work as intended.
· Never cut the bark from a live tree it could kill or seriously injure the tree. Never carve on something that does not belong to you.
· A knife should always be closed and put away when not in use. Any knife left out on a table could cut someone who does not realize it is there. A pocketknife, even closed should be put away so it does not get lost or played with by other children.
· Do not try to catch a knife if it drops, step back and pick it up after it comes to rest.
· A knife should never be used instead of a screwdriver or other tool, each tool has its purpose and must be used properly.
· Cleaning Knives – Knives need to be kept Dry and Clean.  Why?  


Clean knives by hand, not in the dishwasher.

· Sharpening Knives -   Show how to sharpen a knife.
· Place the stone in one hand, and then put the blade of the knife on the flat edge of the stone. Angle the knife about ten degrees off the stone and pull back the knife. When you keep the angle tight like this, you increase the ability of the knife to work against wood.
· Sharpen the knife by pulling the knife back, away from the stone. Flip the knife over and repeat the same steps. Do this at least two to three times to sharpen the blade evenly. Repeating the process evenly on both sides of the pocket knife will increase the sharpness and it keeps the blade even
· Exam – There is a test at the end of this document.  You can give this orally or written.  This reinforced the knowledge.
· Soap Carving – Move the kids to an area where they can carve safely.  Picnic tables work well.  Give the kids their knives and tell them to keep them closed until they are ready to use them.  Open a single bar of soap.  Demonstrate a shallow shave.  Pass the bar around a few times and let each kid practice with their dad’s help.  After the first kid or two, you can pass a second bar in the other direction.  Look for safety violations.

· Show them how to carve out chips by making the first cut down into the soap and making a second angled cut until it reaches the first cut.

· Pledge – Have boys follow along in the pledge.

· Cards – Hand the boys their cards.

· Contest - Hand every kid a bar of soap and tell them that you are going to have this year’s annual whittling contest.  You can make a theme or just have them whittle what they want (ice cream cone, cowboy hat, cowboy boot, animals, etc.).  Warn the kids of the following…

· It is easier to take off than add on soap.  Think through final project.

· They may want to sketch design on paper or on soap with stick.

· They must use all safety rules.

· Use shallow shaves and chips

· While boys are whittling, correct safety mistakes, give positive reinforcement and watch for blood.
Notes

9/2009 – We generally require a parent for each kid at this event.  The kids need close supervision on this one.  They also need to feel supported. 

Shavings & Chips Quiz
by Barb Stephens, modified by Marty Linn

 

True / False      1. A knife is NOT a toy.
True / False      2. A dull knife is safer than a sharp knife.
True / False      3. Dirt on a knife blade helps keep it sharp.
True / False      4. Never carve your initials on anything that does NOT belong to you.
True / False      5. When someone hands you a knife you say “Thank You” to show good manners.
True / False      6. A knife is handy for cutting bark off trees.
True / False      7. A pocketknife should always be closed when it is not in use.
True / False      8. It's okay to keep your knife wet.
True / False      9. A Cub Scout can take his knife to a pack meeting at the school if school is out.
True / False      10. You should carry your open knife in your pocket.
True / False      11. You should close the blade with the palm of your hand
True / False      12. A Cub Scout should carry a fixed blade knife if it is kept in a sheath.
 

1. Close the blade with the ________________ of your hand.
2. A __________________ should never be used on something that will dull or break it. 
3. People watching you work with your knife should not enter your __________   __________.
4. Your knife should always be kept ___________ and _________.
5. Scissors should be handled with the same safety rules as a ____________.
6. Always ________ when carrying a knife or scissors.
 

Elements of this activity stolen mercilessly from a guide by Marty Linn of Pack 1878
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